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have played by the rules and have been wait-
ing in line patiently to become a citizen. 

This is a good bill. It recognizes that we’ve 
got to treat people with respect, and it also 
recognizes we’re a nation of law. And as we 
go forward, the legislation creates a new sys-
tem for admitting new immigrants to our 
country, people who want to come here le-
gally. The system is going to reward appli-
cants based upon skills and education, in ad-
dition to family ties, so we can ensure Amer-
ica continues to have the world’s most tal-
ented workforce. 

This legislation is also going to help new-
comers assimilate into our society. One of 
the great aspects of American society is, peo-
ple have been able to assimilate. 

You know, I was at the Coast Guard Acad-
emy the other day, giving a speech there, and 
the president of the class, a Latino, talked 
with great pride in his voice about the fact 
that his grandfather was a migrant to the 
United States of America, and here he is ad-
dressing the Coast Guard Academy. I think 
it speaks volumes about the great promise 
of America. One of the reasons why is be-
cause his family assimilated into our society 
and into our culture. The key to unlocking 
the full promise of America is the ability to 
speak English. That’s the language of our 
country. If you can speak English in this 
country and work hard and have dreams, you 
can make it. That’s the great story of Amer-
ica. I believe it’s true today like it was true 
yesterday as well. 

We expect opportunities to help—we will 
expand opportunities to help new immigrants 
learn the language, learn about the ideals that 
make us a wonderful country. If you’re seri-
ous about reform, it makes sense to support 
comprehensive legislation that addresses all 
aspects of the problem. You cannot solve the 
problem unless we address all aspects of the 
problem at the same time. 

This reform is complex. There’s a lot of 
emotions around this issue. Convictions run 
deep. Those determined to find fault with 
this bill will always be able to look at a narrow 
slice of it and find something they don’t like. 
If you want to kill the bill, if you don’t want 
to do what’s right for America, you can pick 
one little aspect out of it; you can use it to 
frighten people. Or you can show leadership 

and solve this problem once and for all, so 
the people who wear the uniform in this 
crowd can do the job we expect them to do. 

Now is the time for comprehensive immi-
gration reform. Now is the time for members 
of both political parties to stand up and show 
courage and take a leadership role and do 
what’s right for America. 

Thanks for letting me come by, and God 
bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:31 a.m. at the 
Tom Steed Building. In his remarks, he referred 
to Connie L. Patrick, director, Federal Law En-
forcement Training Center; and President Fidel 
Castro Ruz of Cuba. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Remarks on the Nomination of 
Robert B. Zoellick To Be President of 
the World Bank 
May 30, 2007 

The President. Good morning. I thank 
Secretary of Treasury Paulson for joining us 
today. I’m pleased to announce that I will 
nominate Bob Zoellick to be the 11th Presi-
dent of the World Bank. 

Bob Zoellick has had a long and distin-
guished career in diplomacy and develop-
ment economics. It has prepared him well 
for this new assignment. He is a committed 
internationalist. He has earned the trust and 
support of leaders from every region of the 
world. He is deeply devoted to the mission 
of the World Bank. He wants to help strug-
gling nations defeat poverty, to grow their 
economies, and offer their people the hope 
of a better life. Bob Zoellick is deeply com-
mitted to this cause. 

Since the end of the Second World War, 
the advance of trade and technology has lift-
ed hundreds of millions of people out of pov-
erty. Some call this globalization; I call it the 
triumph of human liberty, stretching across 
national borders. Every day, the expansion 
of trade creates tremendous new opportuni-
ties for people. Unfortunately, too many peo-
ple are shut out from these opportunities, es-
pecially the nearly 1 billion men, women, and 
children who live on less than $1 a day. Bob 
Zoellick understands that there are about 1 
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billion men, women, and children who live 
on less than $1 a day, and he’s committed 
to doing something about it. 

The United States has a moral and national 
interest in helping poor and struggling coun-
tries transform themselves into free and 
hopeful societies. The job of the World Bank 
is to help reduce poverty and raise living 
standards in the poorest nations. The Bank 
does this by helping these nations strengthen 
good government, develop sound financial 
markets, uphold property rights, and combat 
corruption. 

The United States is the Bank’s largest 
donor. And the reason we are is because we 
believe that it is essential to help developing 
nations build growing economies that will 
provide jobs and opportunities for all their 
citizens. 

Bob Zoellick brings a wealth of experience 
and energy to this task. Over the past three 
decades, he’s held important posts in govern-
ment, business, and higher education. And 
in these posts, he has worked on issues rang-
ing from German unification, Latin Amer-
ican debt relief, to the transition of post-So-
viet economies. 

For the past 6 years—or most of the past 
6 years, he has served as a member of my 
Cabinet. As the United States Trade Rep-
resentative, he helped bring China and Tai-
wan into the World Trade Organization, 
launched the Doha round of trade talks at 
the WTO, and significantly increased the 
number of U.S. free trade agreements. 

Bob has had a strong voice for Africa. He’s 
helped implement the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act that has increased America’s 
trade with that continent. 

He has served on the board of the Millen-
nium Challenge Corporation, an initiative 
designed to change the way we deliver for-
eign aid. In 2005, I asked Bob to serve as 
the Deputy Secretary of State. In that role, 
he managed a global staff of 57,000 people; 
he played a leading role in our engagement 
with China; and he traveled frequently to 
Darfur and southern Sudan to help find a 
path for peace. Most recently, he has been 
vice chairman international at Goldman 
Sachs. In short, it would probably be easier 
to list all the jobs Bob hasn’t had. 

This man is eminently qualified, and when 
he takes his place at the World Bank, he will 
replace another able public servant, Paul 
Wolfowitz. Paul is a man of character and 
integrity. Under his leadership, the World 
Bank increased its support for the world’s 
poorest countries to a record $9.5 billion in 
2006. Half of this money goes to sub-Sahara 
Africa. It’s home to some of the poorest folks. 
As Paul has helped steer more resources to 
these countries, he has instituted reforms de-
signed to make sure that these resources are 
used wisely and achieve good results. 

Paul took control over the World Bank at 
a critical moment. He’s taken many steps to 
ensure that the Bank can meet the needs of 
developing nations in this new century. 
These steps include strengthening the Bank’s 
role in combating malaria. These steps in-
clude establishing a rapid response in fragile- 
states policy to respond more quickly to na-
tions recovering from crisis or war. These 
steps include the Clean Energy Investment 
Framework, a Bank initiative designed to 
help bring cleaner and more efficient tech-
nologies to developing countries. 

In these and many other ways, Paul 
Wolfowitz has made the World Bank a more 
effective partner for development. I thank 
him for his dedication to the poor and his 
devotion to the good work of the World 
Bank. 

Bob Zoellick is the right man to succeed 
Paul in this vital work. He’s a leader who 
motivates employees. He builds a constituent 
support and focuses on achieving goals. I’m 
pleased that he has, once again, agreed to 
serve our country. 

Congratulations. 

[At this point, President-designate Zoellick 
made brief remarks.] 

The President. Thanks, Bob. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:02 a.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
also included the remarks of President-designate 
Zoellick. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 11:58 Jun 05, 2007 Jkt 211250 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P22JNT4.001 P22JNT4



699 Administration of George W. Bush, 2007 / May 30 

Remarks on the President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
May 30, 2007 

Thank you all for coming. Welcome to the 
Rose Garden. Today I’m joined by some very 
determined people who are battling one of 
the worst epidemics of modern times, the 
spread of HIV/AIDS. 

I want to thank you all for being here. I’m 
honored to be in your presence. And I want 
to thank others who are joining us in this 
important cause as well, starting with Ambas-
sador Mark Dybul, who is the U.S. Global 
AIDS Coordinator. He runs our PEPFAR 
initiative. Mark, thank you for being here, 
as well as Rajat Gupta, who is the chairman 
of the board of the Global Fight—Fund to 
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. 
Rajat, we’re proud you’re here. 

He’s told me something very interesting. 
Actually, he and I attended the same grad-
uate school, and he said, ‘‘It’s important for 
people who have been successful in the busi-
ness world to contribute something back to 
society.’’ And, Rajat, thank you for that spirit, 
and thank you for that compassion and con-
cern. 

Secretary Mike Leavitt is with us, the De-
partment of Health and Human Services; 
Ambassador John Negroponte, Deputy Sec-
retary of State. I’m about to make an impor-
tant initiative. I appreciate my—the mem-
bers of my administration for joining us to 
hear this initiative. 

The U.S. and our citizens have tackled 
HIV/AIDS aggressively. Many HIV-positive 
Americans are able to lead productive lives. 
The story has been quite different elsewhere, 
especially in sub-Sahara Africa. 

When I took office, an HIV diagnosis in 
Africa’s poorest communities was usually a 
death sentence. Parents watched their babies 
die needlessly because local clinics lacked ef-
fective treatments. The story of a mother of 
Kenya affected me deeply, when she couldn’t 
afford drugs, except for one person in her 
family. So she forgave her own treatment to 
save her son. Despairing families who had 
lost everything to AIDS started to believe 
that they had been cursed by the Almighty 
God. This modern-day plague robbed Africa 
and other countries of the hope of progress 

and threatened to push many communities 
toward chaos. 

The United States has responded vigor-
ously to this crisis. In 2003, I asked Congress 
to approve an emergency plan for AIDS re-
lief. Our Nation pledged $15 billion over 5 
years for HIV/AIDS prevention, treatment, 
and care in many of the poorest nations on 
Earth. In the years since, thanks to the sup-
port of the United States Congress and the 
American people, our country has met this 
pledge. This level of assistance is unprece-
dented and the largest commitment by any 
nation to combat a single disease in human 
history. 

This investment has yielded the best pos-
sible return: saved lives. To date, the emer-
gency plan has supported treatment for 1.1 
million people infected with HIV. This is a 
promising start, yet without further action, 
the legislation that funded this emergency 
plan is set to expire in 2008. Today I ask 
Congress to demonstrate America’s con-
tinuing commitment to fighting the scourge 
of HIV/AIDS by reauthorizing this legislation 
now. I ask Congress to double our initial 
commitment and approve an additional $30 
billion for HIV/AIDS prevention, for care, 
and for treatment over the next 5 years. 

This money will be spent wisely through 
the establishment of partnership compacts 
with host nations. These compacts would en-
sure that U.S. funds support programs that 
have the greatest possible impact and are sus-
tainable for the future. America will work 
with governments, the private sector, and 
faith and community-based organizations 
around the world to meet measurable goals: 
to support treatment for nearly 2.5 million 
people; to prevent more than 12 million new 
infections; and to support care for 12 million 
people, including more than 5 million or-
phans and vulnerable children. 

To help assess the progress we have made 
to date, Laura, the First Lady, is going to 
go to Africa next month. She’s going to meet 
with community leaders and visit with par-
ticipants in HIV/AIDS programs during her 
trip to Zambia, Senegal, Mali, and Mozam-
bique. And she’s going to come back with 
her findings. I really thank her for her con-
cern about HIV/AIDS. She and I share a pas-
sion. We believe strongly that to whom much 
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